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Synopsis of Articles in This Issue

The US Trade Embargo on Iran

Nasser Mohajer argues that Clinton’s
embargo was influenced by such
factors as the rise of the new right,
the increased Jewish influence in the
administration, and the pressure of the
military-industrial complex, Israel and
Arab regimes to contain the
fundamentalist threat

In reaction to the embargo,
Rafsanjani responded with increasing
levels of repression inside the country,
and a stepped up public relations
campaign and political maneuvering
outside. Mohajer also reviews the
responses ,of a wide spectrum of the
Iranian opposition.

Three Articles on the Kurdish
Struggle by Khosro Ashtiani

Khosro Ashtiani looks at the
definition of human identity based on
ethnicity, religion and race in a series
of three articles. The first article is a
reflection on the national question in
general, the second describes the
plight of the Kurds in Turkey, and the
third assesses the contradictions
among the Kurdish parties in Iraq,
who are engaged in a bloody strife for
political prominence.

On the Kurdish Question

Farhad Kalhor provides the historical
background to the Kurdish situation.
He describes how the Kurds were
separated and disbursed, and points to
the detrimental role of tribal
leadership as the primary factor in
their defeat.

Remarks on Kurdish Nationalist
Historiography

Bahman Moshirzadeh points out
falsifications in the nationalist school
of Kurdish historiography. He also
outlines Kurdish ethnography and
linguistic roots.

Perspectives on the Kurdish
Movement in Iran

Abdollah Mohtadi and Nabi Ghaderi,
representing different wings of the
Kurdish movement, respond to
Noghteh’s questions. Topics include

the situation of Iranian Kurdistan, the
prospects for better relations between
the Iranian Kurdish parties, the
conflict between the Iraqi Kurds, the
Kurdish movement in Turkey, and the
possibilities of a common solution for
their problems.

It Will Never Be Forgotten

Exiled Iranian artist Khavar conjures
up the haunting specter of two
episodes of the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s mass execution of political
prisoners, one of which occurred in
June 1982 and the other in 1987.

Uprising in Islamshahr

On April 5, 1995 the residents of
Islamshahr, a complex of dwellings of
500,000 people on the outskirts of
Tehran, took to the streets in rebellion.
In this article Nasser Mohajer
describes the uprising and assesses the
conditions of this semi-urban
settlement  which  spawned the
uprising,

The Tragedy of Health Care and
Medical Treatment in Iran

In the second of two articles on the
catastrophic conditions of health care
in Iran, Massoud Noghrehkhar shows
why the current government is
politically incapable of solving the
health care crisis.

Alternatives!

Ardeshir Mohassess’s portrayal of the
existing political alternatives and the
Iranian people’s psychological state
vis-a-vis these alternatives, speaks for
itself.

The French Elections

Mahnaz Matin shows that the French
elections were neither a landslide
victory for the right, nor a crushing
defeat for the left. But it is clear that
the society has veered to the right and
that the extreme right is gaining
ground. The left’s ability to
reorganize and reconstruct itself will
be a key factor in halting the advance
of the extreme right.

The Existing and Promised Islam
In this second of two articles, Bagher

Momeni studies the “new
Protestantism” that has gained
momentum in certain intellectual

circles close to the theocratic state. He
believes that “intellectuals” like Abdul
Karim Sorush are not fundamentally
different from the ruling clergy and do
not advocate the separation of religion
and the state.

Salam Cinema

Nader Backhtash reviews the latest
film of Mohsen Makhmalbaf, one of
Iran’s most prominent filmmakers
today. Makhmalbaf has increasingly
taken distance from the ruling clergy.

A Glance at Nima Parvaresh’s
Unequal Struggle

Cyrus  Sepehr  reviews Nima
Parvaresh’s memoirs of his seven year
imprisonment in  the Islamic
Republic’s dungeons, and praises the
value of such works in preserving the
collective memory about the regime’s
crimes.

Shame: An Qutcry Against
Fundamentalism and Ethnocentrism

Mahnaz Matin reviews this
controversial novel of Taslima Nasrin,
who has enraged the Islamic
fundamentalists in Bangladesh.

On Marx’s Philosophy

Behzad Moshiri reviews the latest
work of French Marxist philosopher
Etienne Balibar, which explains
Marxist philosophy in a way that is
accessible to a broad audience, and
offers a reevaluation of its
achievements.

A Tribute to Samineh Baghchehban

The sixth annual convention of Iran’s
Women Studies Foundation held in
June in Toronto named Samineh
Baghchehban Woman of the Year of
Iranians in Exile. Chahla Chafiq
reviews Baghchehban’s life and work
as writer, translator, teacher and
expert in the pedagogy of deaf
children in Iran,
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