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Mitler, Three Continents Press, 1991.
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Synopsis of Articles in This Issue

After This Bitter Experience!
Kpsro Astpiay

Despite the deteriorating socio-economic
conditions and the deepening political
contradictions, the Islamic Republic of
Iran continues to exist and has not yet
exhausted all its ruling capacities. The
factors which have kept the regime in
power are discussed by Khosro Ashtiani.

Censorship in Iran

Apad Kavrimy Fak Kk
Ahmad Karimi Hakkak provides an
excellent review of the history of

censorship in contemporary Iran. In this
descriptive and analytical article written
for Encyclopedia Iranica and translated to
Persian by Nasser Mohajer, Karimi
Hakkak argues that “perhaps the greatest
single difference between censorship
imposed by the monarchy and that of the
fundamentalist theocracy is the shift in
emphasis from prohibitive to prescriptive
censorship.”

Two Regimes, Two Experiences
Nassar Ratmaingin

By recounting two of his direct
experiences, exiled lIranian playwright
and director Nasser Rahmaninejad vividly
demonstrates the modus operandi of
censorship in theater and compares the
Shah’s regime with that of the Islamic
Republic.

The Problems of Publishing Under the
Islamic Republic of Iran
A v’

The criteria for obtaining permission,
restrictions set on editors, direct
censorship, and political and economic
pressure by the government, frequent
attacks of club-wielding gangs and other
obstacles in the way of non-governmental
publications are recounted by a veteran
publisher.

The Labyrinth of “Islamic Cinema”
Yoysse Ay

The conditions in which movies are
made, censored and remade to meet the
standards of Islamic Cinema are
discussed by lranian filmmaker Youssef
Anam.

“For The Sake of Expediency!”
Ve
“Peghah” argues that young journalists

first experience censorship and self
censorship under the pretext of

expediency. It is with this motto that they
too begin censoring the reports and
articles of newcomers.

Censorship And Self Censorship
AV Matyint

In a psychoanalytical reflection, Ali
Mahjoub goes beyond the political
dimensions of censorship and talks about
its implications on individual behaviors in
a closed society.

The Fourth U.N. World Conference
on Women
Mtz Mt

Mahnaz Matin evaluates the discussions,
decisions and agreements of the Beijing
conference and explains why the Islamic
Republic of Iran and other religious
states, oppose some fundamental rights of
women. This article is followed by two
eyewitness reports from the NGO
conference, one filed by S.Hadawie, and
the other by P.Azad.

A Mirror on The O. J. Simpson Trial
Battmearr Srzyoyshant

Bahman Siavoushan argues that more
than anything, the Simpson trial brought
to the surface many deep rooted
problems of American society: woman
battering, the institutional racism of the
Los Angeles Police Department and the
fact that justice can be bought.

A Second Look!
Aty Motassass

Ardeshir  Mohassess revisits  Iranian
history from the Constitutional Revolution
of 1905 to the anti-Shah revolution of
1979 and sees the closed cycle of
revenge and physical elimination.

Iran’s State Terrorism on Trial
M Ao

On September 17, 1992, four prominent
members of the Iranian opposition were
gunned down in Berlin, Germany. The
working order of the trail, which las been
in session since October 23, 1993, the
machinations of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, as well as aspects of its terror
network outside Iran are discussed by M.
Hamid.

The Enlightenment And The Invention
of Civil Society
Nasse Lzomad

Nasser Etemadi argues that the harbingers
of the Age of Enlightenment believed that

civil society was tantamount to a free
society and created by the voluntary
efforts of conscious and cooperative
individuals.

“, . . And The Earth Is Round”
A A Sgsaipiyad

In response to Bagher Momeni’s “The
Existing and Promised Islam,” Ali Asghar
Hajsaidjavadi writes that Islam should be
looked at from a historical perspective,
and that opposition to the lIslamic
theocracy in Iran should not prevent one
from seeing different Islamic currents or
schools of thought.

Mirza Agha Khan Kermani
Bagher Momen/

On the one hundredth anniversary of the
murder of Mirza Aghakhan Kermani, a
leading intellectual of lIran’s Age of
Enlightenment, Bagher Momeni reviews
Mirza Aghakhan’s writings and shows
that he not only believed in the
separation of state from religious
institutions, but proposed that Islam itself
must be changed and modernize itself
along with the changes of society and
science.

Death of an Old Herald: Ernest
Mandel
ST ST

Iranian philosopher in exile Hamid
Hamid, examines the political and
intellectual activities of one of the leading
radical theorists of our time, who passed
away on July 20, 1995.

Homage to Aziz Nesin
Shapour Sheida

Shapour Sheida reviews the life and
works of the great Turkish satirist Aziz
Nesin, whose short stories influenced two
generations of Iranian intellectuals.

In Search of Originality in Literature
S S

In a literary review, S. Sheida critically
evaluates “The Year of Turmoil,” the
latest novel of Abbas Maroofi, a best
seller in Iran.

Kiarostami’s Cinema
Nt Baktzsh

Nader Backtash ponders upon the movies
of Kiarostami, an Iranian director whose
films are well received in Paris and other
European capitals, in light of the changes
in the Iranian cinema.
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