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After Mykonos

After three years of a trial with
continuous testimony, a German court
concluded that the leaders of the
Islamic Republic of Iran ordered the
September 1992 slaying of exiled
Iranian Kurdish dissidents in Berlin.
The implications of this ruling are
analyzed by Reza Nasehi.

The Iranian Left:
Perspectives

How is the Iranian Left doing? What
has happened to the many groups that
sprouted up after the 1979 revolution?
Especially in the face of the significant
developments over the past decade.
What do they do, what do they say,
what is their program, what is.....?
These questions are dealt with by a host
of intellectuals and long time activists

Problems and

in the Iranian Socialist, Social
Democratic and Communist
movements.

The dossier opens with = Torab

Haghshenas’s informative article on
the origins, orientation, practice and
destiny of almost all factions of the
Iranian left. Three generations of these
differently oriented leftists have
narrated their individual, social and
political experience to Hamid Ahmadi,
whose speech to the "IV International
Oral History Conference" has been
translated into persian by MNasser
Mohajer. Abbas Aghelizadeh recites his
experience with the "Society of Iranian
.Socialists" and the activities of this
group after their split from the Tudeh
Party in 1947. Mahnaz Matin explains
how and why the vast majority of left
oriented currents did not support the
struggles of women, thereby bolstering
the foundations of the Islamic Republic.
S.A. and M.Raha reflect upon the
initial support given to capital
punishment by many progressives and
the ensuing fundemental shift in this
position to one of principled opposition
to this remnant of barbarism. Bijan
Rezai argues that only a handful of
people had a clear conception of the
National Question and were calling for
power to local governments and a
decentralized political structure in Iran,

Jalal Afshar makes a case against the
political parties of the left, making the
claim that none had a concrete and
realistic program to organize the
working class and ameliorate its
condition of life and labor. Khavar
traces the history of "social realism" in
Iran and demonstrates how three
generations of Iranian Marxists
perceived art primarily as a "weapon of
struggle".

As to the crisis of the left, 4.4.
Hajseyedjavadi is of the opinion that
the left did not have strong roots in
Iranian society and was not an
endogenous force. M. Mohammadi,
however, thinks that the Iranian left
could not win the trust of the working
people in Iran as long as it is
influenced by bourgeoisic communism.
Mihan Esmati points out that it was
Mohammad Reza Shalh’s autocratic
rule that prevented the well-rounded
development of a third generation of
Iranian leftists. Yet Mohammad Reza
Shalghoni believes that the reigning
crisis and confusion in the ranks of left
was inevitable and could lead to the
emergence of a mature left. With
regard to perspectives on the left,
Ladbon Kia argues against the
depiction of civil society as the arena of
action for the resolution of serious
socio-economic and political problems
and the attainment of social justice.
Mehrdad Darvishpour asserts that the
prerequisite for becoming a social force
is a rupture with orthodox Marxism
and the embrace of ideas propagated by
the Western "New Left". Sheidan
Vashig argues that the construction of a
socialist, democratic and broad based
left is only possible through praxis.
Farhad Sardari, among other things,
invites  seasoned  activists  and
intellectuals to a constructive dialogue
on how to directly intervene in the
political process, defeat the ruling
mullas, and advance the cause of
democracy and social justice in Iran.
The situation of the Iranian left cannot
be fully understood without taking the
international dimensions of its crisis
into consideration. To address this,
Alieh Nouri has interviewed Angela
Davis; Nasser Etemadi has talked to

Daniel Ben Said, a leading figure of the
Fourth International; Baba Ali has
questioned Charles Bettelheim and
Bernard  Chavance, and Farhad
Sardari & Nasser Mohajer entered
dialogue with Paul Sweezy and Harry
Magdoff regarding their opinions on a
new beginning for the left movement.

Nicaragua at the Crossroads

M.R. Homayoun analyzes the results of
the October clections and interviews
two experts on Nicaragua who provide
valuable information about the
Sandanista defeat.

Broken Wings

Haideh Daraghahi discusses the plight
of Faraj Sarkouhi, editor in chief of the
legal, independent-minded Tehran
monthly, Adineh.

A Talk with Heiner Muller

A few months before his untimely
"departure", the great German director
shares his thoughts on politics and
artistic ~ endeavors  with  Nahid
Farzaneh.

Commemorating Seroj Stepanian
Tragedy of our Generation

The life and work of the Persian
translator of Anton Chekhov and Alexy
Tolstoi is reviewed by two of his
associates, writer Soroush Habibi and
historian Bagher Momeni.

Reviewing the "Shattered Mirrors"
of Houshang Golshiri

Mohsen Hessam, Iranian writer in
exile, reviews the narrative account of
Houshang Golshiri’s journey to Europe
and United States.

Amorous, I am all Rebellion

Ali Shirazi speaks about the thoughts of
a writer in exile who has defied
oppression.

Censorship in Iran

The speech given by Ghazi Rabihavi on
the occasion of commemorating the late
Stephen Spender and his concern for
free expression.
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Reviewing the “Shattered Mirrors” of Houshang Golshiri
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Kargar’s Bibliography of Short Stories
Assad Seif

Amorous, I am all Passion
Ali Shirazi

With the "Lost Words"
Ghazi Rabihavi
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