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Synopsis of ArticlesinthisIssue .......... .00ttt iienennnnns

Democracy or Theocracy

Reza Nasehi argues that it is a fatal mis-
take to judge president M. Khatami sole-
ly on the basis of his political discourse.
“Even if he is of a good intention” one
should not forget that Khatami is an old
guard of the Khomeinist movement and
an adherent of the ‘“Velaet Faghih” or the
absolute rule of the clergy.

The Intellectuals

A spectrum of Iranian intellectuals in
exile tackle this issue from different
view points. Naser Pakdaman is of the
opinion that the intellectuals should be
categorized more or less like a cast; even
though divided into two big categories:
those who become instruments of power,
and those who stay away from any
power structure (being it state, political
party, social groups etc.), defy the status
quo, question the unquestionable and
protest against whatever is unjust.

On the contrary, Dariush Shaegan argues
that at the crossroads of tradition and
modernity, the Iranian intellectuals
exhausted by the unyielding and indeci-
sive confrontation of the two, end up
with a distorted view.

Reza Ghasemi too believes that the con-
fusion surrounding the definition of the
intellectual is a reflection of the confu-
sion that exists in reality. According to
Ghasemi the Iranian intellectuals are still
in the process of formation and not yet
enriched by the ideas of the enlighten-
ment.

Mohsen Yalfani on the other hand, ideal-
izes the type of intellectuals who have
remained faithful to the undaunting task
of proving the unprovable in the mirage-
less dessert that characterizes our time.

Efat Dadashpur has written in defense of
the “intellectual engage™: the type of
intellectuals who do not justify the exist-
ing order, but stand up against deca-
dence and indecency, and struggle for

freedom and liberty.

Mahnaz Matin and Naser Mohajer
reflect upon the life and poetry of
Forough Farokhzad, one of the few
intellectuals who dared raise her voice
against both the injustice, repression
and pseudo-modernization of the Shah’s

regime and the. inditference, ineptitude
and insincerity of the Iranian intellectual
community of the 1960s.

In the same spirit, Hadi Khorsandi
ridicules the pretentious and superficial
intellectuals of the last three decades.

Bagher Momeni looks at the plight of
Iranian intellectuals from a historical
perspective and depicts how they have
faced imprisonment, execution and exile
throughout history.

But Alireza Manafzadeh believes that
the Iranian intellectuals have a national-
istic rather than a critical approach to
their history. He perceives the same ten-
dency amongst the Arab and Turkish
intellectuals.

Farhad Khosrokhavar talks about a new
strata of intellectuals who have emerged
after Khomeini’s death and relative
decline of revolutionary fervor in Iran.
This strata of Iranian intellectuals do not
believe in any utopia nor a new revolu-
tion and revolutionary strategy.
According to the writer, they are the
ones who are laying the foundations of a
new civil society in Iran.

Reza Barahani argues that literature rises
from humanity’s will to desire, whereas
censorship originates from will to
power. He further elaborates that
although literature and religion share
certain common themes, the former is
based on relativistic approach while the
latter places itself on the absolute. After
explaining the triptych of veils imposed
on contemporary Iranian literature, the
writer discusses the roots of the “Letter
of 134 Iranian Writers” (1995) and the
tendencies  that  designated the
“Consulting Assembly” of “the Writer’s
Association”.

Another aspect of the concept of the
“intellectual engage” is discussed by
Hamid Hamid who bases his argument
on Marx’s contribution to the subject.

Che Guevara, Yesterday and Today

Vida Hajebi Tabrizi examines the politi-
cal heritage of Che Guevara based on
her direct involvement in the Cuban
Revolution and acquaintance with Che.
Civil

Society and the Socialist

Movement

Aliyari proposes that Iranian socialists
should embrace the political theory of
civil society and strive to bring it into
realization as it is of pivotal importance
both in the struggle against the Islamic
Republic and the construction of a pro-
gressive democratic Iran.

Notes on “Memories of Mehdi

Bazargan”

Houshang Keshavarz compares the offi-
cial version of the “Memories of Islamic
Republic’s First Prime Minister” with
the original text and shows how all the
allusions to the clergy and their mis-
deeds in Iran’s contemporary history are
omitted and/or distorted in the official
version.

Shattered Mirrors or the Shattered
Intellectuals

In a literary critique of Houshang
Golshiri’s “Shattered Mirror”, Nader
Baktash talks about the decadence of
thought amongst the same Iranian intel-
lectual circles who have given up much
of their ideals and succumbed to the
existing order.

Prisoners of the Silk Garden
Shahram Ghanbari reviews “Here
women Die with their Heads High”, the
prison memoirs of “Shahrzad”.

A Letter for Faraj Sarkuhi

On the first anniversary of the kidnap-
ping and detention of Faraj Sarkuhi,
Farideh Zebarjad talks about the ordeal
of her husband who is now out of jail as
a result of a powerful worldwide cam-
paign.

Remembering Ghafar Hosseini

M. Sahar, Iranian poet residing in Paris,
reviews the life and mysterious death of
Ghafar Hosseini., a signatory of the
“Letter of 134 Iranian Writers” that was
circulated around the world and publi-
cized the plight of Iranian intellectuals.
Afghanistan in Turmoil

The rise of Taliban to power, their power
base, their brand of political Islam, their
political and social program, as well as
their relationship with other Islamic
powers are discussed in detail by one of
the experts on the subject.
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